druitt’s surgeon’s vade-mecum. 


65 


catalogue, and those few will have learned from what has been already 
said, enough as to the amount of ground covered by this mere list of 
the great medical library at Washington. That library is one of the 
peaceable fruits we owe to the turmoil, the terror, and the tears through 
which we passed by the War of the Rebellion to secure the establishment 
of the State. It is one of those way marks which distinguish our 
enfranchisement as a nation, and must remain a monument to which the 
medical men of the country can point as the result of the energy, the 
foresight, and the pluck which belonged to those who contended with the 
issues of the great civil war. 

To Dr. Billings the issue of each successive volume must be an event 
of importance, and it is one upon which all who know something of the 
part he has borne in bringing both library and catalogue into existence 
will congratulate him. But we cannot lay down our pen without once 
more crying out to make haste. Time is very short. Many, very many, 
have died with their catalogues incomplete, and would members of 
Congress listen to us they would at once appropriate the funds which 
would permit of the ^publication of the remaining volumes without 
delay. S. A. 


Druitt’s Surgeon’s Vade-mecum. Edited by Stanley Boyd, M.B., 
B.S. Bond., F.R.C.S. Eng., Assistant Surgeon and Pathologist to the 
Charing-Cross Hospital, and Surgeon to the Paddington Green Hospital 
for Children. Twelfth Edition. 8vo. pp. xvi. 9S5. Philadelphia: Lea 
Brothers & Co., 1887. 

An army of surgeons will welcome an edition of “Druitt” brought 
up to the times, for we believe that it would be difficult to name any 
one book to which a larger number of the profession owes its first 
impressions of the science and art of surgery, than this very popular 
text-book. 

A somewhat careful examination of the work leads us to believe that 
Mr. Boyd does not exceed proper limits when he claims to have made 
such extensive revision of the book as to amount well-nigh to its rewriting. 
Every page bears witness to the careful and thorough editing to which 
it has been subjected, and the book now stands upon the level of the 
ground occupied by modern surgery. Very wisely, the chapter upon 
diseases of the eye has been omitted, one on its injuries being substituted 
therefor, and the editor has endeavored to keep down the size of the 
volume by every means in his power, but he has added sections on 
surgical diagnosis, and given much larger space to pathology, while he 
has added no less than seventy-three new woodcuts. Among these last 
we notice some pictures of ligated arteries which aim at representing 
the wound just as it is seen in the cadaver. The series impresses us as 
most valuable, for while no attempt is made to furnish auatomy made 
easy by diagrams, the drawings are carefully made to present those 
layers and parts which appear in operations upon the dead body. They 
are accurately drawn and do all that illustrations can do to facilitate the 
performance of the surgical procedures involved. We do not hesitate 
to say that Mr. Boj’d has discharged his task well, and has given to the 
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medical public, under the title of an old favorite, a thoroughly trust¬ 
worthy and reliable epitome of surgical practice, as at present pursued. 
He is also very modest in quoting the standard works to which he is 
under obligations. The make-up of the book is excellent, though we 
incline to think that a larger page would make a less portly volume, 
aud one that could, therefore, he more easily held in one hand. 

S. A. 


Du Delire chez les Degexeres. Par le Dr. M. Legbaine. Ancien in¬ 
terne des Asiles d’Ali£n£s de la Seine. 8vo. pp. vi. 290. Paris: A. Delahaye 

et E. Lecrosnier, IS8G. 

Insanity in the "Weak-minded. By Du. M. Legbaine. 

In an extended service at the great asylum of St. Anne, in Paris, 
under the direction of Prof. Magnnn, the author has had exceptional 
opportunities for the study of insanity. The subject of this monograph 
is the mental derangement consecutive to bad hereditary tendencies. 
Many persons are predisposed to mental disease from their birth; they 
display degenerate types of mind. Some form of cerebro-spinal dis¬ 
ease, or of insanity, or some toxic influence in the parent, results in 
a raal-development in the brain of the child. The child may be an 
idiot, or an imbecile, or simply weak-minded and stupid; or in youth 
or adult life he may show some form of mental derangement, becoming, 
perhaps, actively insane, or being merely eccentric and ill-balanced. The 
hereditary weakness of mind predisposes the individual to the develop¬ 
ment of insane delusions, and these taking possession of the weak-minded 
person, manifest characteristic forms. 

In the first part of this monograph the mental condition of idiots, 
imbeciles, and the feeble-minded is very carefully discussed, and a valu¬ 
able discriminating analysis of the varying mental incapacity of these 
unfortunate persons is given. In the second part insanity of hereditary 
origin is fully considered. In the term “folie des dcgcneres" the author 
includes the various conditions, termed in English monomania, a term 
which is giving place to paranoia, a far better equivalent for the German 
name, Primare VerrucktheiL The most frequently observed form of this 
affection is chronic insanity, with delusions of persecution. The charac¬ 
teristics of folie des dcgcncres, according to Legrnine, are first ** obses¬ 
sion”—that is, the patient is completely dominated in a certain line by 
an insane delusion; secondly, “impulsion”—that is, the patient is im¬ 
pelled irresistibly to the expression of his delusion in words or acts; 
thirdly, complete knowledge of his delusion, and the impulses to which 
it lends; fourthly, a concomitant distress, which gives emotional quality 
to the delusion; and, lastly, a consecutive relief, which follows the carry¬ 
ing out of the impulse. These will be recognized as characteristics of 
paranoia. The various monomanias, kleptomania, dipsomania, pyro- 
mania, etc., are very properly considered in this connection as traceable 
to defective cerebral development; and reasoning mania and moral 
insanity are regarded as due to the same cause. A large number of 
carefully recorded histories of cases ure given in illustration of the 
positions advanced by the author, and form a valuable part of the work. 



